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here that Davy discovered nitrous
oxide, often called laughing gas, and
later on largely used by dentists when
extracting teeth.

Later Davy became director of the
chemical laboratory at the Royal
Institute in London, and during the
period he was there he lectured on
electricity and agricultural chemistry,

/. F, Corrigan,

BOYLE'S AIR-PUMP
This is one of the many pieces of apparatus
made and used by Robert Boyle. The lower
part of it is a cylinder vriith piston moved
by a rack and handle; the upper, a sphe-
rical chamber connected -with the pump
through a stop-cock.

besides inventing the famous Daw
lamp for miners. Davy was-knighted
in 1812, made a baronet in 1820, and
died at the age of fifty in 1829. But in
his comparatively short life he had
advanced the cause of science andi its
usefulness to mankind very consider-
ably.
The same may be said of Justus von
Liebig, though his life was twenty
years longer than Davy's. Liebig
discovered a number of chemicals
hitherto unknown and made many
improvements in chemical apparatus.
He was the first man to extract the
nourishment from meat and store it in
liquid form in bottles, and it was his
studies on the chemistry of soils that
had an enormous influence on the pro-
ductiveness of farm lands by the use of
the right fertilisers.
Between the years 1620 and 1800
different members of a Swiss family
named Bernoulli became famous as
mathematicians. In these days when
water-power is being more and more
used to create electric power the name
of Daniel Bernoulli (1700-82) deserves
mention. He wrote a remarkable
book entitled ** Hydrodynamica" in
1738, wrote, too, on the motion of
tides, and laid the foundations of the
science now known as Hydrodynamics.
Switzerland to-day has cheap electric
light in every tiny village, and many
other nations have benefited by those
early pioneer efforts of Bernoulli.
Chemistry was the main interest of
John Dalton, a schoolmaster who
became a professor of mathematics at
New College, Manchester, in 1793.
His writings on what became known
as Dalton/s " Atomic Theory" have
fascinated investigators ever since, and
some of the results have been seen
when the first atomic bomb played a
great part in the final stages of the
World War. If there are dreadful
possibilities in this amazing power of
the atom there are also high hopes
that it may prove the greatest factor
for universal peace ever devised.